
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                English 
We will begin the term by writing non-chronological reports 
designed to inform our readers about fictional animals that 
children will create using the 'SwitchZoo' sit. Our class novel, 
'A Long Walk to Water' by Linda Sue Park will then inspire a 
range of other writing projects including a narrative. 
Children will continue their regular guided reading sessions 
as well as daily opportunities for independent reading. 
Please ensure your child brings their reading book and 
reading journal to school each day. 

                                       Computing  
Children will be given opportunity to complete their games 
from last term before moving on to blogging and concept 
maps using the software, Purple Mash. 

                                  RE/PSHE 
In R.E. this term, children will explore the concepts of 
'Divinity' and 'Resurrection'. In both units, children will have 
opportunity to reflect on what these concepts mean 
personally to them and consider their importance in other 
cultures. In PSHE, children will take a mindful approach to 
work on the themes of ‘Celebrating Difference’ and ‘Dreams 
& Goals’ 

                                              Science 
We will be learning about the life cycles of different African 
amphibians, insects, birds and mammals (including 
humans!); explore how they have adapted and persevered 
to survive in the African habitat and discuss how these 
adaptations have resulted in the evolution of these species. 
Later in the term, we will be investigating sound, how it 
travels, the mediums through which it travels and how 
pitch and volume can affect sound waves. We will conduct 
a number of investigations and practical activities to see 
sound in action using our African drumming ‘call and 
response’ as the sound. 

PE 
P.E. will continue on Thursdays this term. Children will need 
to ensure they bring the appropriate sports kit to change 
into each week. The office must be informed if your child is 
unable to participate for any reason. 

                                  History/Geography 

Children will be taught about the Benin Kingdom in West 

Africa, which began in the 900s.Children will consider the 

evidence to prove the Kingdom existed, as well as learn 

about its people, its Golden Age and later decline.  

Children will develop a locational knowledge of the 

continent of Africa, compare its climate zones and learn 

about its trade links.                                  

 

Dates 

26.01.26 – Mock SATs Week 

02.02.26 – SATs Information Evening 

19.03.26 – Exhibition of Learning  

 

                                               Maths 
This term, we will build on what children know of short 
division by dividing by a two-digit number! Children will 
practice multiplying and dividing fractions and extend this 
to multiplying mixed numbers and dividing any fraction by 
an integer. Children will develop familiarity with decimals 
before applying their understanding of fractions to 
calculating equivalent decimal and percentages. It is 
extremely important your child regularly practices their 
timestables at home. Please encourage the use of TTRS 
for this. 

                                             Music 
We will be using our knowledge of ostinati to create ‘call 
and response’ patterns inspired by West African 
drumming and the Djembe drum. Children will use body 
percussion to depict the tone and bass of the drum and 
learn the ‘start’ and ‘stop’ drumming patterns in order to 
follow a Master Drummer. 

                                      Home-Learning 

Home Learning will continue to be due and set each Friday. 

Children are expected to read to an adult at least three times as 

well as complete spelling and times table assignments as a 

minimum each week. Children are encouraged to complete the 

optional activities when they are set.  

                                      Art 

Children will study the hyperrealist work of American 

painter, Kehinde Willey, whose portraits are set against 

old master paintings. Children will use a range of mediums 

and make careful observations to create close up 

drawings of individual facial features.  

                                                  DT 

In the second half of the Spring Term, children will design, 

make and evaluate an African style ceremonial collar. We 

really look forward to showing these off at our exhibition of 

learning. 

Spring 2026: Willow Class 

Africa: Are our perceptions true to reality? 


